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practically every square yard of agricultural land in the district,
making' detailed maps showing the contour of every kasin or
embankment. The local thamadis, or advisers, went with set-
tlement officers over every tract of land, giving opinions as to
the fertility, liability to food, etc., of each kwet (area sur-
rounded by embankments) even though the average kwet cov-
ered much less than an acre.

The party then worked out a normal gross outturn for the
better quality land, and an assumed cost of production, the
balance being "nett produce value" upon which was based the
revenue payable for the twenty years or more until the next
settlement (except as special exemptions might be granted in
the interim). It was sometimes found that the application of
this system to poorer qualities of land gave costs higher than
normal gross outturn, thus making the system unworkable. In
actual practice, therefore, the rents actually paid, the gross out-
turn, and other factors were taken into account to determine
the rates payable on inferior grades of land.

The system appears to have been fairly satisfactory to
landowners as long as prices were rising, but when in the 1930*s
there was a drastic fall in the price of rice, with no correspond-
ing fall in land revenue (no fall at all, in most cases), the bur-
den of the tax was the cause of frequent and loud complaints,
Perhaps the most readable account of Burma's land revenue
system is found in J. S. FurnivalFs Political Economy of

Land revenue includes numerous other items in addition to
the direct taxes on land, as described in the foregoing. For in-
stance, the 1941-42 land-revenue estimates break down as
shown in the tabulation on the following page.
The thathameda and capitation taxes were originally some-
what similar to income taxes, but in course of time they had
become equivalent to a head tax, or a household tax. It had
come to be a flat tax per household, being called a thathameda
lax in Upper Burma and a capitation tax in Lower Burma,
' Furnivall, Political Economy of Burma (Burma Book Club, Rangoon,
1938), pp. 246 fL